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Inside this issue: 

 At the Annual 

Dinner, many of our 

esteemed practition-

ers shared their anec-

dotes, experiences 

and thoughts on the 

practice of law.  One 

thing really resonated with me: the 

principal that we, as attorneys, rep-

resent ñthe thin lineò between cha-

os and order, integrity and the lack 

of integrity.   

Some of you know that for 

the last 7 years, I coached the high 

school cheerleaders at Ledgemont, 

and it is a job for which I am ex-

tremely proud.  As a coach, you 

are a teacher and role model for 

your athletes.  My girls were the 

loudest and proudest group that 

you could have.  They practiced 

hard and they performed even bet-

ter.  I taught them the skills that 

they needed to be exceptional 

cheerleaders. Most importantly, I 

encouraged them to be the best 

people that you can be and I hope 

that they follow the example that I 

set. You cannot just be a great 

cheerleader on the floor, you need 

to be a person of high moral char-

acter and integrity off the floor as 

well.  Hard work and integrity in 

athletics will translate into allow-

ing you to become anything that 

you want to be. 

Over the last year, I have 

been disappointed in the lack of 

integrity that I have witnessed in 

the world.  I attended a football 

game recently where one team act-

ed with a complete lack of integri-

ty; in other wordsðthey cheated.  

I was embarrassed and disgusted.  

I was embarrassed that another 

coach would allow that behavior to 

occur and disgusted that those 

same coaches did not have enough 

integrity to make things right.  The 

message learned by the young 

players on both sides was that 

ñwinning at all cost was more im-

portant than playing by the rules, 

and cheating is one of the ways of 

ensuring a victory.ò  I am still ap-

palled by the situation, but it isnôt 

the first time I have seen it, and it 

wonôt be the last time.  I am thank-

ful for our young people that we 

have attorneys like Jaredd, myself, 

and many of you in our communi-

ties that step forward and show our 

students what integrity really is. 

Last year, I was honored by 

the students of the Ledgemont Na-

tional Honor Society be the speak-

er at their annual induction cere-

mony.  They selected me because 

they felt as their cheerleading 

coach and sometimes advocate, I 

represented for them the character-

istics of N.H.S.ðservice, leader-

ship, and character.  As part of my 

speech, I shared the following:  

[Y]ou need to clothe your-

self in integrity.  Integrity is being 

truthful, setting standards, and liv-

ing by those standards.  It means 

doing right, because it is the right 

thing to do, even if it isnôt the pop-

ular thing to do.   

For those of you that know 

me, there is one thing that I am 

(Continued on page 21) 



Page 3 IPSO JURE VOLUME 38  ISSUE 3 

The Geauga County Bar 

Association hosted the District 18 

meeting in October at Punderson 

Manor.  Several members of the 

G.C.B.A. attended the District 

meeting, where a panel of distin-

guished attorneys and judges (and 

also me) discussed various impedi-

ments to the access to justice in 

this state, including findings from 

the Ohio Supreme Courtôs Task 

Force on Access to Justice.   

Among the issues discussed were 

the increased use of standardized 

forms, the merits of unbundled 

services and experiments with ki-

osks in courthouses.  The panel 

further discussed pro bono work 

and ways to increase funding to 

address access to justice initiatives 

and programs.  While there may be 

no immediate fixes to the problem, 

it is evident that efforts are being 

made at the state and local level to 

try to provide better access to the 

justice system for everyone.   

The GCBA hosted a 

ñcabinetò meeting at Punderson 

the night before the District 18 

Meeting.  Attending were current 

OSBA president, John Holschuh 

Jr., and his wife Wendy, other of-

ficers of the OSBA, and past and 

present presidents of bar associa-

tions within our district.  This was 

my first experience at such a 

ñcabinetò meeting.  I found out 

that the cabinet meeting was 

unique to District 18 and a favorite 

event amongst those that regularly 

attend the district meetings.    

 As the new guy to the 

ñcabinet,ò I was immediately put 

on the spot when they asked me 

about what the G.C.B.A. was do-

ing this year and what challenges 

we have faced as a Bar.   Fortu-

nately, I had a lot to talk aboutï

from the various social events and 

C.L.E.ôs that have filled up our 

calendars, to the G.C.B.A.ôs out-

reach programs.    

I also addressed the ever 

increasing problem of participation 

at the local bar association levelïin 

particular younger attorneys.  I 

explained that my experience was 

that the G.C.B.A. has a very active 

group of members who give a lot 

of time and effort to the Bar and 

its initiatives.  The problem, in my 

opinion, is that the group is rela-

tively small in numbers and has 

struggled to bring more doers into 

the fold.  As the night went on, it 

was clear that such a problem is 

not unique to Geauga County, but 

one that is evident throughout the 

state at both the local and state lev-

els.   

 So why are participation 

numbers down for local and state 

bar associations?  Is it a lack of 

time for members?  Are bar asso-

ciations not offering the right pro-

gramming? Or have associations, 

and in particular bar associations, 

just become less important or less 

prioritized?    

As a father of three boys 

who is constantly on the run, I can 

certainly argue that a lack of time 

may come into play for many 

members.  I know that Iôm certain-

ly not alone when it comes to a 

crazy, hectic (albeit great) life, 

which to my law partnersô dismay 

leaves me some weeks spending 

more time volunteering or running 

around to/from activities then ac-

tually billing.  And if it is not kids, 

it could be parents, spouses, sib-

lings or other work obligations 

that fill your time.  And when you 

have some free time for participat-

ing, where do you spend it?  It 

seems to me that there is an asso-

ciation or cause for everything.  

How does one choose what to join 

and spend time doing?  There is no 

doubt that time, especially a law-

yerôs time, is in demand.  Still, can 

the fact that people may be busier 

or have more choices be the only 

reason bar associations are strug-

(Continued on page 4) 

jflynn@tddlaw.com
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Geauga Bar Association Members in Action  

Patricia Schraff speaks at Chardon Library on October 6, 2015. 

Laura Gorretta, Jennifer Peck and Patricia Schraff, members of The 

Advance Directive Committee of the Bar Association, hosted a talk 

for Geauga County residents on Health Care Powers of Attorney and 

Living Will Declarations at Chardon Library. They also had a special 

guest speaker from Hospice of Western Reserve. Over 30 people 

were in attendance. In September, they hosted a similar talk at Geau-

ga West Library.   (Photo by Jennifer Peck) 

gling?      

Maybe it is the program-

ming that the bar associations are 

offering given the competition for 

time.  This too, makes some sense.  

Most of us work in the profession 

on a day-to-day basis.  Who wants 

to volunteer their precious time for 

more of the same?   Then again, 

why are participation numbers 

suddenly decreasing when this was 

always the case?  And if it was just 

the G.C.B.A. programming, then 

why are all bar associations around 

the state dealing with the same is-

sues?  Are we all failing to come 

up with appropriate programming?         

Which leads to my third 

questionïhave associations, and in 

particular bar associations, just 

become less important or less pri-

oritized by the younger genera-

tions?  Itôs this last question that I 

think is potentially the most trou-

blesome, but is also the most easi-

ly remedied of all of the theories 

Iôve proposed.    

 You have probably heard 

someone say that those in the 

younger generations are simply 

not ñjoinersò.  Whether it is due to 

the advent of social media or the 

reasons set forth above, there is no 

question that social, professional 

and charitable organizations are all 

struggling to find and keep mem-

bersðespecially young members.  

Country clubs have been strug-

gling for years.  Traditional organ-

izations have merged, sold off 

meeting places, or disbanded com-

pletely.  And it would not surprise 

me in the least that someone fresh 

out of law school or even ten to 

fifteen years into their practice 

would not prioritize a bar associa-

tion membership over some of the 

other more enticing networking 

options available.  Why associate 

yourself with just attorneys when 

one could join organizations where 

client referrals might be more like-

ly?   

The problem with such 

thinking is that it simply looks at 

what bar associations can do for 

you, and not the obligation that all 

attorneys should have to their bar 

association and the practice of law.  

When I was finishing up law 

school, it was stressed to me by 

my father (who is an attorney) and 

the partners in my firm that I need-

ed to become an active member in 

a bar association.  I recall thinking 

that joining was just about net-

working.  It only dawned upon me 

later that the need wasnôt just 

about what is in it for me, but what 

obligation do we have to our pro-

fession.   

Local and state bar associa-

tions are still important.  They are 

very important for attorneys, but 

equally important for the general 

public.  For the three people still 

reading this article, let me take you 

back to my summary of the Dis-

trict 18 meetings.  Who would be 

looking out for the access to jus-

tice for pro se litigants if it were 

not for bar associations?  Who 

would be implementing programs 

to aid attorneys and the public 

alike to navigate the legal system 

if not bar associations?  Who 

would aid in the regulation of the 

legal practice and hold its mem-

bers to a high ethical standard if 

not bar associations?  And who 

would address the interest of its 

local attorneys and the local issues 

that might impact the practice of 

law on a daily basis if not a county 

bar association?   

In the event it must be said 

again--bar associations are im-

portant.  Attorneysô participation 

in bar associations is important.  

We should remind ourselves and 

others regularly that attorneys 

share an obligation to the legal 

profession, and that obligation 

starts at the local bar association 

level.  s 
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Announcements 

Geauga County Juvenile Court secures major grant funding for  

CASA for Kids of Geauga County 
 

 October 15, 2015, Chardon ï The Geauga County Juvenile Court received word Friday that it 

will be awarded the 2016 Victims of Crime Assistance (VOCA) and State Victims Assistance Academy 

(SVAA) grants totaling nearly $290,000 for the CASA for Kids of Geauga County program.  This is a substan-

tial increase over the previous year grant funding amount of approximately $30,000.  It is important to note 

that VOCA/SVAA grants are not funded by tax dollars; rather, they are funded by criminal fines, forfeitures, 

special assessments, and gifts or donations.   

 

 ñBecause the majority of the CASA programôs budget was previously funded with local tax dollars, 

this additional grant funding will save Geauga County taxpayers over $194,000 next year, and each subsequent 

year that this funding level remains availableò said Kimberly Laurie, Geauga County Probate and Juvenile 

Courtôs Budget/Fiscal Director. 

 

 Through the Geauga County Juvenile Court, CASA for Kids provides trained Court Appointed Special 

Advocate (CASA) volunteers to represent the best interests of a child when family problems such as substance 

abuse, mental health issues and domestic violence result in child abuse and neglect.  The program was able to 

fulfill the grantôs entire local match requirement through volunteer hours, thanks to the dedication of CASA 

volunteers to the children of Geauga County (over 8,600 hours in 2014).  This means that the Juvenile Courtôs 

CASA for Kids program will be fully funded with non-taxpayer dollars. 

 

 ñIt is truly an honor to be awarded this funding that will allow the CASA for KIDS program of Geauga 

County to continue our mission to advocate for the best interests of abused, neglected, dependent and other 

children referred by the Court,ò said Julie Weese, Program Director for CASA for Kids of Geauga County.   

 

 ñGiven the disagreements with the county commissioners over the Courtôs budget the last couple years, 

I couldnôt be more pleased that the Court pursued and was awarded such a significant grant that will not only 

help ensure the viability of a valuable program that advocates for the children of Geauga County who may not 

have a voice during very difficult family situations, but will also save our county taxpayers $194,000 in 2016,ò 

said Judge Timothy Grendell.   

 

 The Court made considerable changes this year to manage its budget as approved by the commission-

ers, including the discontinuation of contracts and a reorganization of personnel.  ñDespite all those changes 

we havenôt skipped a beat in providing high quality court services, and I thank my amazing Court staff who 

really stepped up to the plate.  Especially noteworthy is the Courtôs Budget/Fiscal Director, Kim Laurie, who 

not only took on almost all of the responsibilities of a former staff member after the reorganization, but has 

also been able to secure these VOCA/SVAA grants of almost $290,000.  With these grants, Kim Laurie has 

saved Geauga County taxpayers more than four times her salary, and if the grants continue for three years as 

we have reason to believe they will, those savings to taxpayers could multiply threefold.  The residents of 

Geauga County are already receiving a significant return on investment from her service and I only expect that 

to increase as time goes on.ò   
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440-286-2670

 Funny how 

life comes full cir-

cle.  When Robin 

Stanley was asking 

for articles, I volun-

teered to send 

ñpractice tipsò for 

Municipal Court.  I remembered 

that back in early 2012, I was 

asked by Barb Powell to speak at a 

practice and procedure Bar Asso-

ciation Seminar.  So, I found the 

outline I sent to Barb, and, lo and 

behold, most of the issues I ad-

dressed almost four years ago, still 

exist.  

 

A.  Local Rules  
They are on lineðPLEASE 

READ if you are unsure of a prac-

tice or procedure in the Municipal 

Court.  Itôs incredible what they 

provide.  

¶ Make sure you know the re-

quirements (e.g. judgment en-

try, timeliness, etc.) for what 

you are filing. 

 

B. Statutes 

PLEASE READ ALSO!  They 

provide a wealth of information. 

Regarding the requirements of in-

dividual motions, make sure the 

following: 

¶ Motion to suppressðinclude 

sufficient facts, cite authority 

¶ Motion for Summary judg-

mentðbe sure to include affi-

davit, relevant evidence in sup-

port; case law; if assignee, 

documentation of transfer, etc.; 

evidence of account balances 

for past twelve months 

    

C.  Timeliness  

(please see A and B above) 

For example, all pretrial motions 

shall be made within thirty-five 

days after arraignment or seven 

days before trial, whichever is ear-

lier, except as provided in Crim. 

Rule 7(E) and 16(F) (discovery; 

bill of particulars; limine) 

  

D. Notice vs Motion 

Remember, notices do not require 

entry/judgeôs signature 

 

E. Notice of Appearance 

¶ Attorneys may fax in Notice of 

Appearance, Not Guilty Plea 

and Waiver of Speedy Trial; 

however, client appearance 

required in all M-1 cases, as 

bond conditions will be set; by 

the way, most serious cases, 

especially those involving sub-

stances of abuse or domestic 

violence cases, usually have 

assessment requirements with 

dates; ensure client follows 

¶ If you are the attorney of rec-

ord, you must appear on all set 

dates 

¶ Attorneys, please tell your cli-

ents that if they have represen-

tation, he/she cannot file his/

her own motion. 

F.  Payment of fines/costs 

They have until 4:00 p.m. at end of 

day; otherwise, $25.00 payment 

plan 

 

G.  Probation 

¶ Very rarely inactive 

¶ Not off until all fines paid in 

full, as probation can be ex-

tended for failure to pay fines; 

however, cannot be extended 

for failure to pay costs and/or 

restitution, as those are civil 

matters and not part of penalty 

 

H. Continuances 

¶ For good cause, other than de-

lay, with specific facts, copy of 

conflict  

¶ Not more than 60 days, unless 

extraordinary circumstances 

¶ Continuances will not be 

granted within days of trial ñto 

work out a Settlementò 

NOTE:  the prosecutors nor oppos-

ing counsel do NOT grant continu-

ances 

 

I.  Settlements 

Please provide court notification 

of settlement by calling or submit-

ting judgment entry PRIOR to 

court hearing.  

s 
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 In 2012, Ip-

so Jure ran an arti-

cle I wrote concern-

ing Intervention in 

Lieu of Conviction 

(ñILCò), sometimes 

referred to as Treat-

ment in Lieu of Conviction.  At 

that time eligibility restrictions had 

been eased to include not only 

those whose substance abuse is-

sues contributed to their criminal 

conduct, but those whose criminal 

conduct was triggered by mental 

issues or intellectual disability. 

 You will recall that ILC 

permits eligible offenders to enter 

a plea of guilty and then be placed 

upon a term of supervision.  The 

supervision requires the offender 

to obtain an assessment from a 

qualified professional.  The assess-

ment must include a plan outlining 

the steps the offender will need to 

take to address his or her issues.  It 

needs to contain a finding by the 

evaluator that the substance abuse 

or other issues that qualifies the 

offender for ILC led to the crimi-

nal behaviors.  Further, that com-

pliance with the rehabilitation plan 

will reduce the likelihood of crimi-

nal behavior.  The plan must be 

filed with the court at least seven 

days prior to hearing. 

 If the offender is successful 

in adhering to the plan and other 

conditions of supervision, the case 

is dismissed.  The offender can 

then seek to have the record of his 

or her arrest, as well as the inter-

vention proceedings, sealed.  Un-

like sealing a record of conviction 

which requires a waiting period 

after a term of community control 

is successfully completed (1 year 

wait for misdemeanors, 3 years for 

felonies), there is no mandatory 

waiting period before requesting 

that a successful  ILC be sealed, 

because there is no conviction 

where the offenderôs case has been 

dismissed.  See State v. Niesen-

Pennycuff, 132 Ohio St. 3d 416 

(2012) (Waiting period discretion-

ary with the trial court). 

 The purpose of revisiting 

this subject is to remind attorneys 

of the recurring failure of many 

ILC requests to proceed in timely 

fashion, because of a failure to ad-

here to the above procedures and 

other requirements.  In particular, 

the assessment is oftentimes lack-

ing in thoroughly evaluating the 

offender and the crime, and fails to 

link the substance abuse or other 

qualifying conditions to that 

crime.  The plan designed to ad-

dress the offenderôs rehabilitation 

is too often inadequate.  Some-

times the ñplanò consists of no 

more than generalities or plati-

tudes.  It is not unusual for the 

plan to arrive late (less than seven 

days before the hearing).   

 Our probation officers 

have reported that the typical pro-

file of a successful ILC applicant 

is one who has obtained his or her 

assessment early on.  Sometimes, 

this is as early as the clientôs first 

appearance in Common Pleas 

Court.  Many times, the person 

will already be working the recom-

mendations contained in the plan 

such as 12 step meetings, obtain-

ing a sponsor, and attending coun-

seling.  These are the offenders 

who are much more likely to suc-

ceed.  They are invested in rehabil-

itation from the outset of their 

case. 

 We recently received the 

results of a study undertaken by 

our probation department of those 

who have been granted ILC.  It 

revealed that of the 40 cases that 

have concluded in the recent past, 

exactly one-half were terminated 

due to violations and the other one

-half were successful.  Not surpris-

ingly, the vast majority of those 

who failed did so by abusing con-

trolled substances.  Somewhat of a 

surprise is that in more than just a 

few instances the substance abused 

is not the drug of choice that was 

the abuserôs downfall in contrib-

uting to the original criminal con-

duct.  Often times, the ñnewò drug 

is marijuanaðmaybe because it 

will be ñlegalò soon? 

 Intervention in Lieu of 

Conviction affords defense coun-

sel a unique opportunity.  It oper-

ates as a statutorily created diver-

sion program of sorts.  Encourag-

ing the client to obtain and imple-

440-279-2190

(Continued on page 9) 
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 I know youôve 

been anxiously 

awaiting Part 2.   

Well, wait no long-

er.  

 Time to chat 

about the record.   

As you already know, Bev and I 

write for the judges while the 

Magistrates have a digital record-

ing system.   Iôd like to bring to 

your attention a few issues in each 

instance.      

 

NUMBERS: 

 Youôve handed your client 

an exhibit and ask: 

 Q:     What was your salary 

 last year?  

 A:      Twenty-eight.    

 Thatôs the response and 

you move on to your next ques-

tion.  As you can see the transcript 

will precisely reflect the response, 

yet it could in fact be $28; 

$28,000; $2800; $28,000,000.     

Please elicit numerical responses 

with specificity: ñhundredò, 

ñthousandò, ñmillionò, ñcentsò in 

the response.  Itôs such a common 

occurrence that the problem is not 

detected until you have to search 

for the exhibit [hopefully he/she 

was testifying from one] to clarify 

your own record.  

 

VERBAL RESPONSE: 

 Q:  Were you present when 

 the accident happened?  

 A:  [Indicating affirmative-

ly] 

 I can only insert this parenthe-

tical if I happen to be watching the 

witness.  Many times Iôm watch-

ing my computer screen and will 

not see the body gesture; therefore, 

please ask your client:  Is that a 

ñyesô? 

 

 Q:   Were you injured in the 

 accident?  

 A:   Nu-ugh.  

 Again,  YOU need a ñyesò or 

ñnoò for the clarity of YOUR rec-

ord.  I can write  ñnu-ughò or ñuh-

huh,ò but wouldnôt you rather have 

a ñyesò or ñnoò clearly stated?  

Again, take two seconds to ask:  Is 

that a ñNoò? 

 

SPEED 

 We can write incredibly fast, 

but donôt you want the jury, par-

ties, the court, gallery audience to 

understand you?  You might want 

to get your point made quickly, 

but stating it quickly defeats the 

purpose.  (Also, the court reporter 

is your good friend!) 

 

EXHIBITS 

 These need to be pre-marked.  

Plaintiffs are always numbers.  

Defendants are always letters.  

Youôll need to mark subsections 

within the document so the record 

and your witness can correctly and 

efficiently locate the page to which 

you refer. 

 

TRANSCRIPTION 

 If thereôs an audio/video re-

cording or audio exhibit to be in-

troduced, it must be transcribed 

[by an outside source] prior to 

hearing to enable opposing coun-

sel to agree/disagree with tran-

scription and the judge to rule on 

any issues that may arise as a re-

sult of said evidence.  

                                         

 Now, letôs move on to the 

DIGITAL RECORDINGS cre-

ated in our Magistratesô court-

rooms.  A brief description of the 

setup is that there are various mi-

crophones strategically placed: 

bench, witness stand, trial table.  

Each microphone records on a sep-

arate channel, which allows us to 

turn on and off microphones to 

isolate a specific voice. 

 

LOCATION 
 PLEASE stand/sit in front of a 

microphone.  It will record your 

voice but has range limitations.  If 

you turn your back on the micro-

phone (perhaps youôve handed an 

exhibit and are returning to the 

lectern), your voice is NOT heard.     

Also, placing your exhibits over 

the microphone and/or shuffling 

your papers/exhibits in near prox-

imity obliterates the voice record-

ing.  

(Continued on page 9) 
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 Identify yourself/voice for the 

recording.  We need to differenti-

ate between speakers.  I listen to 

the recording for a while and then 

make a correlating seating chart of 

how I envision the attorneys and 

parties are seated, thus enabling 

me to write as if Iôm in the room.    

Itôs difficult and sometimes itôs a 

very close call as to whoôs speak-

ing or objecting. 

 

SINGLE SPEAKER: 

(If you incorporate any part of 

this article into your case, this is 

probably THE MOST  

IMPORTANT)    

 Voiceovers in the magistratesô 

digital recordings are very com-

mon and also the one of the worst 

aspects of the recording.  My co-

worker recently spent 15 hours 

attempting to transcribe 1 İ hours 

of testimony.  Youôve asked a 

question; the witness is respond-

ing; opposing counsel is objecting; 

the judge/magistrate is ruling.    

WHOA!    

¶ Please instruct your client to 

hold his/ her answer until 

youôve finished your question. 

¶ Wait until the witness has fin-

ished the answer before posing 

another question. 

¶ Never a good idea to speak 

over the judge or magistrate. 

 

 When all else fails, the loudest 

voice wins.      

 

CELLPHONE EVIDENCE 

 If thereôs a voice message on a 

cellphone thatôs intended to be in-

troduced during a hearing, the 

magistrate or secretary will (prior 

to commencement of the hearing) 

record the message (via the micro-

phone used during in-camera inter-

views) thus creating a digital file 

as an exhibit.  For archival purpos-

es this file will then be attached 

and stored with the hearing digital 

file.  If a transcript is ordered, I 

can then transfer that digital evi-

dence to a CD, if necessary.  

 

Photographs.  Pictures from cell-

phones should be sent to a com-

puter, printed out,  and labeled as 

an exhibit ahead of time.    

 

 If you ever have a question 

regarding incorporating evidence 

into the record, please feel free to 

ask.  I/We are more than happy to 

help perfect your record.  In con-

clusion, I just want to sincerely 

thank you all for the opportunity to 

work with you.     Itôs been a real 

pleasure, and with your help will 

continue to be so. s 

  

ment his or her rehabilitation plan 

early on maximizes the possibility 

of success.  Filing the request for 

ILC properly and timely submis-

sion of an adequate rehabilitation 

plan can result in earlier ac-

ceptance of the client into the pro-

gram.  That would mean an earlier 

release of your client from super-

vision and dismissal of the charge.  
s 

Golf Outing at Wicked Woods 

September 17, 2015 
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Honoring the Legends of  Our Profession 
Robert R. Wantz (1963), Thomas J. Mullen (1966), H.F. Inderlied, Jr. (1965), 

Joseph T. Svete (1964), David J. Eardley (1957), James Davis (1959),  
James Lucas (1964), Henry B. Fischer (1964), F. M. Apicella (1954),  

Not pictured: Don P. Brown (1961),  Lawrence J. Dolan (1957),  
Jerry A. Petersen (1966), and Frederick G. Wilder (1965). 

Photo by Paul Newman 
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F. M. (Mike) Apicella 
 

How or why (or both) did you become 

an attorney and what is the best part? 

 

 From the time I was a young 

boy, I knew that I wanted to do some-

thing to make a positive impactðto ñsave the world.ò 

Since my father was adamant about my going to Case 

Western Reserve University for college where my 

older brother Rick attended and I stubbornly insisted I 

wanted to go to Ohio State University, I got a summer 

job at J & L Steel in the Flats as a laborer initially to 

pay for my first year of college. Being white (the cri-

terion at that time), I was eventually ñpromotedò to be 

a slagger on the main floor of the open hearth where 

we shoveled slag or other material for making steel 

directly into the furnace through a furnace door, a 

very hot but good paying job at that time. It was 1948, 

when we were paid a $1.77 per hour plus time and a 

half for overtime rotating three shifts, ten days on and 

four days off on each shift (some double time). 

 I best remember a conversation with a very 

old, friendly black man, a laborer, in which I bragged 

about my ambition to go to college and law school to 

become a lawyer, and he told me, ñJunior when you 

become a lawyer donôt forget us down here.ò I never 

did forget what he told me and it was always a guid-

ing principle in my law practice. 

 The best part is trying civil jury trial to protect 

peopleôs economic rights and trying criminal jury trial 

to protect the rights of those accused of crimes they 

did not commit. 

 

How has the legal profession changed through your 

career? 

 

 It has become much more adversarial, more 

concerned about making money rather than serving 

clients. There is much less camaraderie. 

David J. Eardley 
(With fellow honoree, 

Robert R. Wantz) 

  

 I have been a 

lifelong resident of 

Chardon, Ohio, ex-

cepting the 7 years I 

spent on the campus 

at the University of Notre Dame.  I met my late wife, 

Charlotte Ann, at Notre Dame.  Char worked for Fa-

ther Thornton, who was the registrar at Notre Dame.  

Char and I were married in my senior year of under-

graduate school.  We lived on campus for four years, 

and had four babies and toddlers while I was enrolled 

at Notre Dame Law School.  Our fourth child was 

born while I was taking the Bar Exam.  After I passed 

the Bar Exam, we moved our family back to Chardon, 

Ohio.  My beloved wife Charlotte and I raised 9 chil-

dren, 7 boys and 2 girls in the century home I present-

ly reside in.  We have been in this house for 51 years.  

I moved my office to my home 4 years ago, and it has 

turned out to be a great setting for my law practice. 

 Initially, I thought I wanted to be an invest-

ment banker, so I interviewed with a few investment 

firms on Wall Street in New York City.  I was offered 

a position with Cadwalader, Wichersham & Taft, and 

couldnôt handle the commute from Long Island to 

Manhattan, so I moved back to Chardon, where I 

joined the firm of Thrasher Dinsmore.  At the time 

Jim Dinsmore was the Geauga County Prosecutor and 

he appointed me Assistant Prosecutor. I was able to 

convince Jim Dinsmore to hire Larry Dolan as the 

other Assistant Prosecutor.  Larry Dolan and I talked 

about starting our own law firm, but he had to serve a 

two-year stint in the Marine Corps after we graduated. 

 I started a practice on my own, and Robert 

Wantz joined me soon after.  Bob and I spend 22 

years as partners in general practice.  We built the of-

fice building we practiced in for those 22 years.  The 

(Continued on page 16) (Continued on page 17) 
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Judge H. F. Inderlied, Jr. (ret.) 
 

How or why (or both) did you become 

an attorney and what is the best part? 

  

 Law and medicine were a toss-

up; and not taking four more years of 

chemistry (even though my undergraduate degree was 

in Zoology, Chemistry and Physics) was probably the 

deciding factor. 

 

How has the legal profession changed through your 

career?   

 

Substantively, procedurally and administratively 

in so many ways I couldnôt possibly enumerate 

them.  Perhaps the most significant is the minutiae of 

performance now required of the practicing bar. 

 

Share a/some highlights of your legal career or a fun-

ny happening that you will always remember. 

 

Highlights are directly connected to 40 years of 

judicial service.  Judge Inderlied retired from the 

Geauga County Court of Common Pleas on Decem-

ber 31, 2004, and now serves as a visiting judge by 

appointment of the Chief Justice of the Ohio Supreme 

Court as well as a public and private mediator and 

arbitrator.  After nearly 50 years in the legal profes-

sion, the last 40 as a trial judge, Judge Inderlied is one 

of the most experienced judicial educators and role 

models in Ohio.  He has been honored by his peers by 

selection as:  Fellow of the Ohio State and Geauga 

County Bar Foundations, Fellow of ASTAR 

(Advanced Science and Technology Adjudication Re-

sources, serving as 2006 Judicial Coordinator of Ohio 

Programming); one of 20 members of the Ohio legal 

profession to participate in the first Justice Institute 

for the Legal Profession in 1999; facilitator for the 

1994 Ohio Bench/Bar Conference; member of the 

Thomas J. Mullen 
  

 I began my education at Mount 

St. Maryôs College in 1954.  My tui-

tion, room, and board total was 

$950.00 per year when I started there.   

I will admit I did not study very hard 

during my college years.  I knew I was going to attend 

law school which meant studying diligently.  I only 

studied hard enough to maintain a 3-point average.   

My desire to become an attorney was to help 

people.  

The best part of my professional career was 

representing the Geauga County Welfare Department 

in the mid-70ôs, which is now Job and Family Ser-

vices, and finishing my career as a Domestic Rela-

tions Magistrate in the Geauga County Court of Com-

mon Pleas. 

While I was with the Welfare Department, I 

primarily handled abused, neglected, and dependent 

children.  I tried a number of permanent custody cases 

for them, and lost only one. 

In my first case for them, I almost cried.  I felt 

there must be some way to keep the family together.  I 

quickly realized that some people were not meant to 

be parents.  I felt I was helping children to get a 

chance for a good life; and I never felt bad about per-

manent custody cases again.  I had the same good 

feeling about custody decisions as a magistrate. 

Initially the law practice was fun.  Over the 

years, it became less fun, much more complicated; 

and a number of attorneys were impossible to deal 

with.  I was suffering burn-out; and I was very happy 

when my good friend, Judge Inderlied, and Judge Veit 

hired me as what was then a Referee. 

Shortly after admission to the Bar, I worked as 

house counsel for an insurance company.  There was 

a Default Judgment against a policy holder, followed 

by suit against the company.  The default was based 

on resident service.  I found the policyholder, learned 

(Continued on page 18) (Continued on page 19) 
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James Lucas 
 

How or why (or both) did you become 

an attorney and what is the best part? 

 

 I have an undergraduate degree 

in Chemical Engineering and never 

even considered a law career until my father intro-

duced me to a prominent patent attorney in Chicago.  

I was smitten by the trappings of his office as well as 

the opportunity to meld a technical background with a 

law degree.  During the next two years while serving 

Uncle Sam in the Army, I pondered the pros and cons 

of patent law, read up on the patent profession, and 

talked to others in the field.  I then took the plunge at 

John Marshall Law School in Chicago, attending 

nights while working days to pay the way.   

 I would say that the best part was being in a 

select field of law, and the recognition that comes 

with it.  

  

How has the legal profession changed through your 

career? 

 

 I believe that the ability to adver-

tise on TV and various other media has 

denigrated the professional image of law-

yers generally.  In the field of patent law, 

there have been dramatic changes in the 

practice within the U.S.A., including a 

creation of a Federal appellate court de-

voted almost entirely to patent litigation, 

and the switch from a ñfirst to inventò to a 

ñfirst to fileò system. 

 

Share some highlights of your legal career. 

 

 My legal career was divided almost equally 

between corporate patent law, and practice as a pri-

vate practitioner.  I cannot say that one is better than 

the other.  However, working in private practice has 

allowed me to slowly decrease the amount of time 

that I devote to the profession as I move toward full 

retirement. 

 

What are your biggest accomplishments outside of 

the legal profession? 

 

 Singing for two decades with the Cleveland 

Orchestra Chorus and many years thereafter with oth-

er choirs.  These ventures have provided me with the 

opportunity to take several choral trips to Europe and 

sing in venues such as Carnegie Hall in New York 

and Orchestra Hall in Boston. s 

 

 

Note from Editor: All honorees were invited to 
share their thoughts.  We hope to highlight a few 
more of our honorees in the next issue.   

Supreme Court Justice William M. OôNeill 

joined the Geauga County Bar Association in 

honoring the legends of our practice and shared 

a proclamation from the Ohio Supreme Court of 

each of the honorees. 
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Annual Dinner Photos by Paul Newman 


